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The Declaration and Information 


of the-high and: puiſlant\ King ot- Bo- 


HEM1A, againft the vriuſt Mandates 
. publiſhed in the name of the Empe- 
rour; as alſo againlt thoſe har arc be 
ther SY and cxe- 


tobe decree | 
cuted, touching the Crowne of Bo- 
H EMI A, I | 


a E, Frederickt;'by the grace 
> of God, King of Bohemia, 
<= X47 Count Palatine of the 

, Rheine and Prince Eleftor, 


F Duke of Bavaria; Marquis 
WA of Morauia, Dirke of Lut- 


and 

fan that we have beene certainly and moft truly 
informed, in what manner nor leng ſince, vndcr 
the name of the Emperours Maieftie,, divers ri- 
orong, & vnaccuftomed Mandates and Patents, 


to cur meſt great preiudice, defamation , and 
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| diſhonour) haue beene here and there diſperſed, 
| as well within as without the Empire, andin ſome 


places publikely ſet vp : Thereby vnder pretence 


| ef all mannerof'vnerue narratiens and friuolous 
| ſuggeſtions, pretending, that our true and law- 


full Eletien vnto the Kingdome of Bohemia, 
made atid err by the generall vnanimous 
conſent and agreement of the States of the ſaid 
Kingdomeof Bohemia, rogether with the Coun- 
tries thereunto incorporated ,.is vtterly void,and 
de fatto, of no force,or of none effet. And.withall 
afhrming,, thatall the Princes, States, and Mem- 
bers of the Empire, (which hitherto out of a Chri- 
lian compaſhon , baue in any manner and by any 
meanesaydedand aflifted the oppreſſed. Chrifti- 
ans of /rhe Kingdome. of Bohemia and cheincor- 
porated Countriesthereunto annexed, inhumane- 
ly-perſccuted and moleſted by extreame Tyran- 
nies, Murthers, Robberies, Burnings, and inno- 
cent bloudſhedaing) are bythe ſaid Declarati- 

| Letters Pattenrs, ypon the auGiditig of 
the actuall declaration and execution of the pains 
and penalties in.that caſe ſet dowhi and appointed 
by.the Imperiall conſticutions commanded and 
ſtrialy enigyned to Jeaue,, yding and affifting of 
the ſaid greatly perlecute aneopprefled Chrifti- 
ans, and ſpecially Vs; their now ofderly elefed 


/ and lawfully. crowned King, - And further ,' by 
in naclougynrucan Mtdeoo utations 
againſt vs, and with like ſeyers mehacings;by Em- 


'penall 
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periall pear within a certaine time therein limi- 


ted and ſet downe; commanding Vs, expreſſely, 
without any delay, certainly, infallibly and aRu- 
ally to abandon ,-leave, and giue ouer our: faid 
Kingdome of Bobemia, and the Countries incor- 
porated thereunto, obtayned by ſo juſtand lawful 
a Title; and being vndeniable iuſt poſſeſhon. 
Now ſetting apartithat ; which to the flander 
and diſgrace of the-States of Bohemia, ' hath ac 
large (though vntruly) beene publiſhed concer- 
ning the diſplacing and remoouing of certaine vn- 
fir, petuerſe and turbulene Officers, alceration of 
Gouernment, and eſtabliſhing of Orders for the 
naturall defence and proteRionof their SubieRs, 
whereunto by naturethey are bound : 
Asalſothat, which for the confirmation of the 
reterided imaginary claimeof Inheritance made 
y the houſe of Auſtria to the ſaid kingdome,may 


| be,andis produced and ebieRed, out of the (len- 
der, inſufficient and partiall Declaration made by 


the Emperour Charles the Fourth; concerning the 


free Ele&ion belonging to the Bohemians ; as al-- 


ſo from that vnfarmal and diſorderly priuate teſti- 
fication made by King Y/ad;/laus; andof that our 


of the Decree ; ſeuen and fortie yeares {ince,'by 


fire and ſword compulltuely extorced and wrung 
from the aſſembly of the States in' Parliamentat 
Prague; together with ttiE il] alleaged obſeruation 
of cheir pretended eight hundred yeares ſucceſh- 
on. Sith that a)l theſe things baue beeneully an- 
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ſwered and conſuted by the Apologies and dedu- 
Qarie Declarations made and publiſhed by the 
fa.d States, with ſuch truth and good MT » as 
that we thinke it needlefle bere to rehearle or de- 
duce the ſame againeat large. 

Only torthe better and plainer iuftification of 
opr owne Perſon, we ſay that we doubt not, bur 
that all men of indiffrent ang ynpaſhonate minds, 
(that haue ſcene and read our Declaration dated 
- the twentieth of Ofober (and ſeuenth of No- 
vember) publiſhed in Prague, aod the Bohemian 
deduQtion therein mentioned and ſet downe,)(uf- 
ficiencly. perceive & vnderſtand, vpon what moſt 
vrgent and ineuitable rcaſons and motives, after 
ſo great and notorieus neceſſities, calamities, and 
miſleries endured , and thereby inforced defence; 
the ſaid States of the renowned Kingdome of 
Bohemia; together with tbe Provinces incorpo- 
rated to the ſame, have beene forced and compel- 
led vnto that wel-ordered abdication and reieRi- 
on,to thery permitted both by the Lawes of God 
and man, and by vertue of their lawtull priuile- 
ges hitherto inutolably maintained. And by what 
occaſion wee for our parts haue beene mooned, 
and incited to acceptof the ſaid vacant Crowne, 
(vnexpeted by vs, and without any thought of 
Ours) and lawfully caſt vpon vs by a ioyne, free, 
and generall aſſemblic of the States of the King- 
dome of Bohemia, according to theancient Pri- 
vileges and Freedome of EleRion reſerued =_ 

| cacm 


_ a i 
bd 
: 
: 
: 


them by their fundamentall Lawes. Asalſo that 
in the acceptation thereof wee neuer had any re- 
ſpc&rothe further aduancement or increaſing of 

our ownedignitte, and preſent particular prefir, 
but chiefly and before all things to the gloric of 
God, the common wel-fare of our native Coun- 
trey, and as much as poſhbly might bee, to the 
preſeruation of this famous Kingdome , and Ele- 
Aorate Principalitie there, by hoſtile power and 
force almoſt vtterly ſpoyled and ruinated; witball 
having commileration and taking pitic ypon the 


- milſerics, {ighes, and lamentable teares which wee 


had before our eyes of ſo many poore diſtreſſed 
Chriſtians. And therefore with ourpure conſci- 
ences we doe now agiineteftifie, that if by the re- 
fuſall of this Crowne. then offered vntovs , wee 
might have beenea meancs that the deuouring fire 
of difſention raiſed in the ſaid Kingdome and the 
Terricories thereof, (and ſtill more and 'morein- 
creaſing) might have beene quenched, the perſe- 
ſecution for Religion ceaſſed , their infringed Pri- 
uileges reftored , the Conntrey freed any ſecured 
from menaced bondage and ſuppreſhon, and the 
Empire alſo, and ſpecially wee our ſelues, and 0- 
ther Srates bordering about vs, freed from appa- 
rant dangers: Wee would not only haue refuſed 
the acceptation of the faid Crowne offcred vnto 
vs, but moſt willingly have employed our vtter- 


moſt cndeuour inthat behalfe, 
And wee hope, that no manto whom ouratti- 
B ons 
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ons and proccedings, from and bcfere the begin- 
ning of theſe troubles raiſed in Bohemia , arc 
knowne and made manifeſt, can as well any waies 
doubt of our (inccritie, ſeeing it is vnd:niable, 
that we not oncly particularly , but joyntly alſo 
with other godly and true hcarted Princes Elec. 
Qors, and Princes, preſently vpon thcir verie firft 
burlling out, as vpon the encrealing of this hurt- 


tull fire, tor the preacntion of enſuing miſchictes, * 


havc not ſpared nor refuſcd to vie any good 
mea:es, nor togiucany true and vpright counſel] 
therein. To the which end,at the laſt eleRtion day 
holden in Frankefort , by our fully authoriſed 
« deputies, (together with the advice and counſel] 
of our fellow temporall Princes Eletors) weedid 
. moſt faithfully and diligently labour, and gave 
our aduice, to procure,that before wee bhandlcd or 
dcalt in any other matter,rhe hoſtile rroubles ray- 
ſed in the Empire , and ſpecially inthe Kingdome 
of Bohemia, might firſt be brought and reduced 
. toa peaceable and quiet State; for the effeQing 


whcrof,we wiſhed & deſired nothing more, then 


that the Ambaſſadovrs of the States of Bohemia, 
then ſent to Frankefort , (wbich by our depurics 
was oftentimes moued) at their inſtant requeſt 
might have beene admitted and heard,and not (as 
they were) ſo contemptuouſ]y reieRed and pur 


And theeleQorall Records of thelaft procce- 
dings inthe ſaid EleRion at Franckfort, can wit- 


nefle, 
/ 


ET” OoRUIEs 2 XC CCR 


_— 


- p | 


—— 


neſſe, That our fully authoriſcd deputies were as 
vawilling voto the ſaid contumelious refulall of 
the Bohemian Ambaſſadours, az we were readie 

' to the approuing andadmifhondt his Imperiall 

| Maieſtie(as KingofBobemia) into the cleQorall 

| Colledge ; bur rather oftentimes hauc proteſicd | 
' . anddeclared, that wce by no meanes would dero- 
gatcany thing from the liberties and rights of the 
States of the Crowne of Bohemia, nor thereby in 
any manner ſceke to preiudice either the one or 
the other. 

T herefore, becauſe ſuch good and faithfull ad- 
monitions, aduicc, and proteſtations could take * 
noeffcR, but tothe contrarie, the ſaid Ambaſla- 
doursof the States of Bohemia ( againſt their an- 
cient nationall, Lawes and Priuiledges) were con- 
| Aftrained with great diſgrace to goc home againe 
vnheard; their propofitions {ct downe in writing, 
not propound'd nor read in the Eleorall Col» 
ledge, nur yet the cauſe orderly and lawfully dif- 
cuſſed and handled, (the Countric in the mcane 
time being ſogricuouſly aftl;fted , by continuall 
| and moſt extreame hoſtilitieand deuaſtation) as 
| thelike hath not beene heard of : | 

So that the interpolition then made and pro- 
pounded to the eſcorall Colledge ( which nor. 

1 withſtanding required much time, and in the 
| meane while the Kingdome of Bohemia mighe 
have bcene vtterly ſpoyled and oucrthrowne) 


could not bc brought to any effcAuall treatic, nei 
| 7 I 'ther 
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ther was by the contrary part carneſt]y,nor with 
beficting zeale eſteemed of , nor conlidered vpon, 
as conueniently it ought to-haue beene z bur 
much rather,purpoſely the bulineſſe was delayed, 
that (o in the mcanc time the Countric might bec 
weakned and tyrcd out. 
For theſe conliderations, the States at that time 
aſſembled together inthe Citic of Prague, beeing 
then in danger of falling into molt great extremi- 
tic anddiſtrefſe, as allo deſpayring of any cquall 
and jmpartiall redrefle of that the contumel1ous 
rcietion and refuſall of their ſaid Ambaſladours; 
were conftrayned and forcibly compelled, to:xn- 
dertake ſeme other meancs ( by vertue of their 
ancient and legall priuiledges) and to procecde to 
the lawful] alteration of the Crowne, as it is now 
knowne vnto the World : thereby to preſerue 
and ſauc themſclues from vtter ruine and final de- 
firuRion, as by their publique Apologies and De- 
dutions (et forth,and imprinted,doth ſufficiently 
and at large appeare. 
From whence all men, yca alſo cverie ſimple 
man, may calily know and; 
cauſes and motiues, whereby the States of Bohe- 
miz, and the Provinces thereinto incorporated, 
 wereenforced to this finall reſolution , are not in 
' any mannerto be aſcribed vnto vs, whoſe carc and 
indenour fill was imploycd by all the mcanes 
that could be, ts procure that peace , quietnefle, 
and concord might be againe reduced, and re-efſta- 
| bliſhed 
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blifhed within the holy Empire as alſo,that in the 
ſaid Kingdome of Bohemia (as a ſpeciall and prin- 
cipall EleRorall Principal.tie) the troubles rai- 
ſed and begun, might be appeaſed, and the ſame 
reduced to a peaceable and quiet State:Burmych 
rather vnto thoſe, who at the verie beginning, 
(preferring force of armes before friendly means) 
at the aforeſaid EleRorall day, negleRed, and re- 
ieted all good counſell, admonition,and pretefta- 
rions;ſceking all the meancs and waics they could, 


to aduance and efteCt that their ſo long before pre- 


medirated intent and ſecret meaning. | 
And the procelle of theſe affaires manifeſtly 
ſhew,how little the contrarie part is and hath bin 


| inclined toany peaceable courle of proceeding, as 


their ations ſulhciently reſtifie ; and eſpecially 
hereby,in that we(at the beginning of our Regall 
gonernement) when occaſion. was metioned of 
entering intoa peaceable treatie, willingly offered 
eo yeeld thereunto, The ſame was notwithſtan- 
ding by them vtterly refuſed and reiefted. 

And whereas it is imputed »nto vs, asif wee by 
our accepting and taking of the Crowne offered 
vnto vs, both orderly, and withonr all intruſion, 
and (according to the ancient Lawes and funda. 
mental| Ordinances of the Kingdome of Bohe- 
mia, and their olde cuſtomes) by lawfull pre. 
cedent abdication. altogether free and vacant) 
ſhould thereby rebclliouſly & by farce of armes, 
haue, of our owne atuall manner, vndertakents 
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pull away the ſaid Kingdome and Provinces incor. 
porated vnto the ſame, from his Imperiall Maic. 
ftic, contrarie to th? common peace of the Em- 
pire : therein we hnde our lelfe to be altogether 
oucr much wronged, and may in regard thereof, 
vndergecand ſtand vnto thecenſure of all indiffe- 
rent perſons, both within and without the Em- 
pire.: For ſeeing that by the tore-mentioned ſeucs 
rall publiſhed deduorie Writings of the- wor- 
thic Bohemian States, not onely their right and 
lawfull cauſes of vndertaken Reicfion, but alſo 
thcir anciently deſcended, & well grounded law- 
full Rightof free EleRion : and that no man with 
equitic, nor vpon any good ground or ſolid rea- 
ſon, and ivſt foundation, can boaſt of any lawtull 
ſuccclhon to the ſaid Realme; much lefſe by dan- 
gerous conuentions, ceſſations , and tranſports 
(wholly oppolite ro the Fundamentall Layes) 
made againſt and without the knowledge and con- 
ſent of the ſaid States, tranſport the often foreſaid 
Kingdome of Bohemia,and proprietic of the Em- 
pire,and other the noble Countries, vnto any out- 
landilh ftrangers : 

T hart all men may ſpfhciently perccive what 
great wrong and iniuftice is offered thereby vnts 
vs, by procceding againſt vs in ſuch manner, who 
never ſaught nordelircd to wrong any one, not 
take away againſt right from any man (of how 
meane eſtate ſocuer he were) any thing that be- 
| longed vato him. 
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And although the Emperours Maicftie within 
s ſhort time after our Coropation,in an edi pub- 
liſhed before chis lattcr Mandate, by diuerscolou- 
rable circumſtances and allegations, hath taken 
vpen him,not onely to contradit, bur altogether 
to annihilate and make void theaforeſaid Reiei- 
on, Eletion, and Coronation made , & conferred 
vpon vs by the faid States of the Crowne of Bo. 
hemia : Wee doubt not, but that euery man may 
calily judge, and diſcerne that his Maieftic, (who: 
in this cauſe touching the ſaide States of Bohe- 
miaes Abdication or Reie&ion,and therupon en- 
ſuing Ele&ion and Coronation, preſumeth vpon 
certaine ſuppoſitions, and pretences of the houſe 
of Auſtria, being but a partic plaintife ) is not for 
himſclfe to indge, whetber the States of Bohemig 
haue herein done lawfully, and according to their 
ancient Lawes and priviledges; and ſo'whether 
the new EleRion be in force, and of ſufficiencie, 
or net : nor can he be warranted by any Law, or 
vnder any colour of abſolute Imperial authority, 
power, and Souecraigntie, to aduance and preſſe 


thorow the priuate deſfignes and particular Au: 


firjan prerences, with peremptory procefſe of exe. 
cution,& by his owh power ©o make himſelf ivdge 
in his own cauſe, contrarie to all the Laws & Or- 
ginances ofthe Empire; no more then the deeca(. 
ſcd Emperours Frederick, Charles, Rodulph, and 
others, in their owne particular controvuerſies,and 


pretences againſt aty of the Statevof An 
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did ever vndertake and affume'ynto themſclucs, 
to be both Iudges ahd parties: +7 o + 
- Belides 3his ; T he Staces 6frhe Crowne of Bo- 
hemia ;, and. the; provinces incorporated to the 
ſame, acknowledge nor any juriſdiction or Supe-, 
rioritic-intbe Emperor,in or over the Kingdome, 
(excepting:that which concctneth the Feudaric 
Lands had from the holy Empire). becauſe they 
are not ſubictro the Romaine Emperour, nor to 
any of the holy Empires ccnſurcrs, either at the 
Imperial! Court, nor inthe Chamber at Spires; 
naralſo to any other conſtitutions of the Empire, 
nor Adſemblings and common decidings,decrecs, 
Tra&s,and deciſions ef the Empire, but baue their 
owne ancient Countric Laws, Priviledges,Ordi- 
nances, Exemprions,and Cutiomes, whereby they 
are gouernedc- +? |þ +5 oo 
Whereby it calily appeareth, hew vnſcaſona- 
bly and without reaſon , the Emperours privie 
Councellin tbis private buſineſſe arrogatc againſt 
vs vntothemſeclues the office of [ydges,whereun- 
t0in regard of their Perſons or Qualities they are 
not called; nor by the temporall Princes Eleors, 
and other Princes, are acknowledged or deemed 
to be ſuch asare worthic,of their awne authoritie 
 toaſſume ſuch Princes power,as by luch.vnhit and 
diſordered proces, of no forcenor validitie,to pro- 
ceedeagainſt a King,and a Prince Eleftor, 
- But if his ImperiallMaieſtie, 3s Archdukeaf 
* Auſtrig, be reſolucd orderly and by gue courſe of 
| | Law 
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Law to proſecnte and produce his pretended heredi- 
taric claime to che Crowne of Bohemia,then be oughe 


| notto doe it betore his owne privic Councel and ler- 


wants, but (according to the Lawes and Priwiledges of 
the Crowne of Buhcmia) before their owne [udges, 
vnto whom ſuch high and weightic cauſes doc ap- 
perraine , and muſt as plaintife and ator Forum rei, 
ſuc and follow the ſame, before them, and according 


A poyne 
veric ob- 
ſcruable, 


to the Ordinances of the generall Common Law: as 


on the other (ide, if as Emperour of Rome, hee beſu- 
ed by order of Law, by any other , according te the 
golden Bull of Charles the Fourth), hce ought to ap- 
pcare, plead, and anſwer beferc a Palſgraue & Prince 
EleQor,and theretore neither can nor ought to be his 


' owne Tudge. As now itisto be hoped,that no impar-. 


tiall perſon whatfocucr may any waies doubt ot the 
inſufhciencie and manifeſt nullicic of the aforcſaide 
pretended Imperiall Edi& of caiſation: So likewiſe, 
weare ally perſwaded, that from the ſame or the like 
grounds, no man will nor can, but hold and cſteeme 
the alreadic thereupon enſucd [mperiall rigorous 
mandates;as alſo all ſuch others which arc threatned, 
as may hereafcer follow,and be made againft vs, or 0- 
thers, eichcr belonging vnto vs,or aiding of vs; to bee 
void and of none cftet(as in veric truth of crhemlclues 


* they are) and which we (as occaſion ſerueth, and our 


neceſhtie requirerh) are determined in all events as 
is lawtully permitted vn'o vs,to wit h{t3J & repugne; 
in as much as the ſaid proceedings derived from 2 
paſhonare minde , and concerning his owne private 
prerended right,are done without aoy lawtullexami- 

JD C nation 


nation or knowledge of the cauſc, and then ſpecially 
when his Maieſtic hath alrcadic hitherto cheſenano- 
ther courſe by force of armcs,and therein bath not 0- 
mitted any kind of boftilitie whatſocuer; & whereby 
he hath dirctly not onely procecded contrar teto the 
common Lawes of all Nations, but allo aga inſt thc 
good and profitable Conftitutions of the Empire,and 
the Sacred cerporall Oath ratified by Imperiall Ca- 
pitulation, whercunto his Maicſtic alſo hath bound 
and obliged himſelfe, in theſe words following: | 
T hat ncither he, nor any other for him, or in his 
name or behalfe, will or ſhall, by violence or force, 
moleſt or trouble any of the Princes EleRors, Prin- 
ces, Prelatcs, Earlcs, Barons, nor other Statcs ef the: 
Empire, in any manner : But that,if bis Imperiall Ma- 
ieſtic himſelfe, or any other particular perſon, hath 
right orcauſc todemand or ſue for any thing of them 
all in general], or of any. of thera in particular (for the 
auoyding and preventing of all difſentions , troubles, 
and other inconueniences in the Empire, thereby to 
preſerue and maintaine peace and vnitie) be will and 
ſhall proccede by lawfall order and proceſſe; andin 
ſuch caſes, where hec or they may hauec ivſtice by 
Law, be Willing to ſubmit themſelues thereunto:and 
will by no meanes, ner vnder any pretence whatſoc-. 
per, permit nor fuffer them to be molecftes, burt, or 
| Inuaded by warre, burning, defiances, or any other 
manner of hoſtilitie whatſocucr. That his Maicſtie 
alſo ſhall tareſce, and hereafter by no meancs ſuffer 
nor permit, that any of the States,of bigh or low de- 
gree, Princes EleQors, Prigces, o* 2ny others, _ 
with- 


- 


zz to 


A wW i 1 


ht 
- 


_ 
G..— 


- Ne en ——————_ 
P— - 


—_T— WS WO 


_ A O-hreto RndE  o re Auees. ou_t w DIE 


-—-/ Se AA CDM Y i Dat. 9 ab Pail © A AO eat ei tr OOO > $44 x} - | AE Gears i oo. 


wichout iuftcauſe and lawfull audience, wrongfully 

be proclaimed or declarcd guiltie of proſcription and 

baniſhment : But that all caſes ſhall bee proceededin 
according tothe ordinarie procefſe,and the holy Ro- 
mane Empires Lawes cſtablilhed, ro the direion of 
the Lawes of the holy Empire, and the reformed or- 
der held in the Imperiall Chamber, and agreeably be 
tully and ſtri&ly obſcrucd and followed. 

' Andthen laftly, that his Maieſtie (contrary to the 
golden Bull, and other Lawes and Ordinances of the 
holy Empire) ſhall not in any manner, nor by any 
mcanes,of his owne authoritie, ſend out any Relcripr, 

Mandare, or other preiudiciall Commiſſion, nor by 

way of cntreatie procure the ſame from any other 
magiftratewhatſocuer: with this exprefſeclauſe, T har 
if any thing repugnant to the aforcſaid Articles and 
ſpeciall points, be citkcrobtained, ur ſent forth, thar 
the ſame (hall bein all reſpeAs wholly fruftrate, void, 
and of no force ar all. - 

- Astherefore in this preſent difference, wherein We 
now are at controverſie with the Emperous Maiecſtic, 
concerning the private particular pretence which hee 
maketh (as Archduke of Auſtria) vnto our lawfully 
poſſeſſed Kingdome of Bohemia, and the Provinces 
incorporated thercunto, Wearenotas yet at all ſum. 
moned by ordinaric courſe of Law, to appeare,which 
Wearereadie and willing to doe and performe, ſo it 
be in an indifferent and convenient place, and before 
vnpartiall Tudges ( according to the priviledges of 


Bohemia: ) So no man can nor ought ro think hard- - 


ly of Vs, for refuſing to obey the Imperiall Monitoric 
DO $K% Mandate, 
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Mandate,publiſhed and ſent forth againſt Vs,bcariog 


. datethe 30. of Aprill laſt paſt;as being wholly oppo. 


fire and contraric to all the Lawes and Ordinances of 
the Empire, and whichalſo is by vertue of the afore- 
ſaid Imperiall Capitulation, and the golden Bull, of ir 


| {clic frufirate, void, and of none cfic at all. 


And Weealſo hepc,that other States and fellow. 
members of the Empire (that have notas yet openly 
ſubmitted themſclucs vnto the Spaniſh ſcruitude, or 
that haue'not bctaken themſelucs vnto the ſervice of 
that Houſe,) wil not be moued by the ſaid [mperiall 
Mangate to them dircted ( which for the reaſons a- 
foreſaid is of no force) to deliitfrom their moſt com- 
mendable intents and purpoſes, which hitherto they 
haue had, for the gloric of God, and the comfort and 


conſolation of ſo many poore Chriftians wrongfully 


oppreſſed. And the rather, for that we are perſwaded 
no man of vnderſtanding that 1s not led by vntime] 

immoderate aficion, or blinded with privatc —_ 
dcrations & imaginariereſpeas, can iudye or cenſure, 
that Wee or Our aftiftants have in the leaft reſpe 


' done any thing contraric to the Conſtitutions of the 


Empire, by mcans ot this our firme reſolution, which 
We have bin, and are forced.to take againft the Em» 
peroufs Maieftic;notas he is Romance Emperovur, (fur 


/1n chat reſpet We neither doe, nor will derogate any 


thing from him, but rather, according to the Imperi- 
all Lawes,in ali things duely henour and reſpe him) 
bur 8s Archduke of Auftria,in regard of his pretended 
particvlarand private pretences. And thereforc,that 


neither by law nor cquicie doe the penalties ſer down 
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in the ſaid aftua]l peremptorie menacing Declaration 
and Execution, (as grounded vpon the Conftitutions 
of the Empire) bclong vnto Vs,and ſo much the 1efle, 
ſceing they pretend, that the hitheruntoattemptce 
& the hereatrer further threatned proceſle , is groun- 
ded vpon the Empires Confſitutions, which yet are 
not by Vs at all: but much rather by them of the 0- 
ther part, cleane laid a{ide,and wholly negleed;yes, 
and in ſuch manner ſo overſtridden and tranſgreſſed, 
and with ſuch vnheard of cruell inſolencies, by the 
forraigne barbarous ſouldiers who are brought in; as 
thatthe inforced Defence and Deliverance permitted 
by all Lawes Naturall and Nationall, ncither can nor 
ovght by any the like ſurmiſe and colour of Lawe,or 
other pretcndedground of Reaſon whartſoeuer, be 
drawneand taken at all away from the oppreſſed, 
Andif yet his Imperiall Maicftie (beyond all ex. 
peation) (ball fill ſufter himſclfe to be ſo far tran(- 
ported and carried away, as that (not regarding nor 
reſpeRing the precious Oath he hath raken)inreſpeR 
of the claim he pretends (againſt Ys)to Our Crowne 
of Bohemia,and the Provinces therepnto incorpora- 


red ;continually to moleft and grieve Vs,our friends, 
and Allies, with intimated proccfle of Profcription 


| (ex authoritate propria) and of himſelfe aftually pro- 


ceede o farre, eſpecially as in hoſtile manner, to in- 
uade our bercditaric Countrics and Territories, and 
by that meanes (as he hath already done,and yet con- 
tinueth ro doe, both intbe Kingdome of Bohemia, 
and the neighbouring confines thereof Joceafion new 
commotions,diltrations,diviſions, andalterations in 

| by C 3 , other 


other places ofthe Empire,and thereby (a3 much as in 
him lyeth) ſccke co ſubwert & oucrthrow the publike 
peacc of theſaid Empire : We mult indeed then with 
patience commit our Cauſe vnto Ged the higheſt 
Iudge, with aſſured confidence, that as hitherto Wee 
haue palpably tclt and ſcene his great and wonderful! 
prouidence,and mightie out-ftretched arme extended 
towards V>,ſo We bope that hisdiuine Omnipotcnce 
will alſs not hereafter forſake nor abandon Vs, but 
fatherly affoord vnto Vs ſuch mcancs; that, by bis 
powertull aſh(tance, We may be ablc todetend Our 
ſelfe and Our right, againſt ſo vnlawtull wrengs, and 


 vnexpedted barbarovs, attewpts. And hereby We 


doccxpreſlcly and in the beft manner that Wee may 
or can, truly protelt,both bcfore God and man, that /” 
it.by turthcr menaciogs, and vnlawtull ſcucrcpro- 
celles of Execution,agenersll fire of wars (which our 
good G oD graciouſly auert) ſhall be kindled in Our 
natiue Countric of Germanie (as1s to be tcared) that 


- then the calamities and miſeries that thereby may en- 


ſue, ſhall not in any wiſe bc laid vpon, nor jmpurcd 
vnto Vs; but vnto thoſe Covunſcllors, and Servants, 
that haue not oncly neglefted to put his Imperial] 
Maicfſtie in remembrance of the Capitulation wherce 
unto Hee bath ſwerne (as by duty they were bound) 
but alſo for their owne benefit, particular commodi- 
tie, and imaginarie greatneſle in the Countrie of Bo- 
hemia, and out of a reuengeful] deſire, bave miniftred 
ſuch means as in many particulars are direly againſt 
the aforeſaid Capirulation, and the common peace 


and tranquillicie of the whole Countrie. 
a7 And 
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And this We thonghtexpedient (#5 alſo onr neceſ. 
ſitic requireth) to giue notice of vntocueric one ; ve- 
rily hoping , that n@ man ( who fauourcth reaſon, 
eruch, and cquitie) vpon the ſight of rhis Our meſt 
true Infermation, can er will bee moucd to cenſure 
badly of Vs,or todiftafte Our ARions, in regard of 
his Maieſtics triuolous Mandate (repugnantto Lawe 
and the Impcriall Capitulation) publiſhed and ſent 
forth againſt Vs, Our friends, Allies, and adherents, 
in regard of this controucrlie that Wee haue with his 
Maieſtic,as Archduke of Auftria: nor ſuffer any taxa- 
tions towards the performance of the execution of 
ſuch privat pretences, to be Jaid or levied vpon them; 
which the Houſe of Avuftria it ſelfe, did never hereto- 
fore reſpeR nor account of, nor yet ever did any 
thing or contributed in the like caſes of Execution, 


but did cuer, and vponall occaſiens, wholly exempt + 


and free themſelues from the ſame, 

In regard whereof, the Princes Elefors, Princes, 
and States of the Empire,at this time, haue leſſe cauſe 
totroublceand to barthen themſelues therewith on. 
the bebalfe of the ſaid Houſe of Auſtria, againſt Vs; 
bur on the contrarie, to be readie and willing, if We 
or Ours, in manner aforeſaid, ſhall be afſaulted and 
inuwaded , to aide and afhiit Vs with their aduice and 
meanes, and according to the Order of Executions, 
(which Wee cuer, and at all times, haue duely reſpe- 
Red and obſcrued;) and ſo-much the rather, to afford 


Vs their helpc,for that every particular Grant, Trat, . 


and State of the Empire, ought, and is reciprocally 
bound 
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bound to aide and alli each other , in the like hoſtile 

oppreſſion and inualion. To the which, hereby Wee 
moſt fricnd|y,louing'y,and graciouſly incite theny, 

_ with promiſe when occalton {hill bee offe. 


red, to requite them with 
the like. 


Giuen at Praguc_Þ the 1, of Tuly, 1629. 
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